[Drug therapy in angina pectoris].
The currently available antianginal drugs act by reduction of myocardial O2 requirement and/or by coronary vasodilatation. The choice between beta blockers, nitrates, calcium antagonists or their combination depends on the clinical presentation, coexisting disorders and specific factors in individual patients. In addition to symptomatic treatment, secondary prophylactic measures, such as aspirin and reduction of serum cholesterol, are also necessary to prevent progression of the underlying coronary artery disease. In this paper the comparative efficacy and the indications of the various types of antianginal drugs are discussed.